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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S HEALTH 
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1 . THE TIME HAS COME ONCE AGAIN TO ASSESS THE STATE OE 
PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S HEALTH. ACCORDINGLY, WE REPORT 
THAT, WHILE IT IS ADMITTEDLY DIFEICULT TO MAKE A DEEINITIVE 
ASSESSMENT, OUR JUDGEMENT IS THAT HIS HEALTH HAS DETERIORATED 
FURTHER AND HAS REACHED THE POINT WHERE HE CAN NO LONGER 
EITHER TRAVEL ABROAD OF APPARENTLY, GIVE MAJOR SPEECHES. 

2. DURING ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON'S CALL ON 
PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA ON FEBRUARY 28, HE LOOKED WORSE THAN 
I HAVE EVER SEEN HIM. HIS EYES WERE PUFFIER THAN USUAL, 
ESPECIALLY THE LEFT EYE. THEY RETAINED THE GLAZE THAT 

HAS BEEN SO LONG APPARENT, EVER SINCE DOCTORS STARTED 
PUMPING HIM FULL OF SEDATIVES (FOR HIS INSOMNIA), 

TRANQUILIZERS (PRESUMABLY FOR HIS NERVOUS CONDITION) AND 
OTHER MEDICINES FOR HIS ARTERIOSCLEROSIS. SINCE HIS 
ILLNESS OE LATE DECEMBER AND EARLY JANUARY, WHICH WAS 
PUBLICLY DESCRIBED AS A COLD, THE PREDIENT HAS SOMEWHAT 
ALTERED HIS NORMAL ROUTINE, INDICATING THAT HIS ACTIVITIES HAVE 
BREN CURTAILED TO SPARE HIM EXCESSIVE STRAIN. THIS HAS 
INCLUDED READING PREPARED SPEECHES ON OCCASIONS WHEN IN 
THE PAST HE ALWAYS WOULD HAVE SPOKEN EXTEMPORANEOUSLY 
AND HIS EAILURE TO DELIVER ANY SPEECH AT THE CENTENARY 
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WERE EDUCATED. IT APPEARS THAT HE WILL ALSO MAKE NO SPEECHES 
IN CONNECTION WITH TUNISIA'S 20TH ANNIVERSARY ON MARCH 20. 

3. BOURGUIBA HAD LONG PLANNED TO MAKE A STATE VISIT TO 
THE SOVIET UNION THIS SPRING, A VISIT WE UNDERSTAND THE 
SOVIETS WERE EAGER TO RECEIVE. THE PRESIDENT HAS NOW 
DECIDED DEFINITELY TO CANCEL THIS VISIT BECAUSE HIS DOCTORS 
HAVE DECIDED THAT TRIPS THAT CROSS EVEN ONE TIME ZONE 
WOULD SERIOUSLY DISRUPT HIS STRICT REGIME OF DIET AND 
REST. BOURGUIBA HAS ALSO CANCELLED A STATE VISIT TO IRAN 
WHICH WAS TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE AT THE END OF THE SOVIET 
VISIT. 

4. ON THE OTHER HAND, WHILE THE SOVIET AND IRANIAN 
VISITS ARE OFF, BOURGUIBA CONTINUES A RELATIVELY ACTIVE 
SCHEDULE OF VISITS WITHIN TUNISIA. HE IS NOW TOURING 
GOVERNORATES IN THE SOUTH AND IS SLATED TOMAKE A SIMILAR 
TOUR IN OTHER AREAS AS PART OF MARCH 20 INDEPENDNECE 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS. THESE TOURS ARE APPARENTLY 
ACCEPTABLE TO PRESIDENTIAL PHYSICIANS SINCE STRICT CONTROL 
CAN BE MAINTAINED OVER THE SCHEDULE. ALSO, THE PRESIDENT 
DERIVES PSYCHOLOGICAL INVIGORATION FROM EXPOSURE TO 
APPARENTLY ADORING CROWDS AND THESE TOURS, IF NOT HECTIC, 
HAVE A GENERALLY BENEFICIAL EFFECT ON HIM. 

5. ALTHOUGH BOURGUIBA HAS LOST MUCH OF HIS ONCE RENOWNED 
INTELLECTUAL CAPACITY, HE CONTINUES TO ACT ALERT AND 
VIGOROUS IN HIS OUTWARD PROJECTIONS. IN HIS MEETING WITH 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON, HE MADE NO PROFOUND STATE- 
MENTS BUT HIS COMMENTS WERE PITHY AND TO THE POINT. YET 

HE STILL COULD NOT AVOID HIS SENILE PENCHANT FOR REMINISCING 
AND OCCASIONALLY WANDERING A LITTLE OFF THE SUBJECT. 

6. OUR CURRENT ESTIMATE OF PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S HEALTH, 
THEREFORE, IS THAT IT HAS TAKEN A DOWNWARD TURN THAT HAS 
FURTHER LIMITED HIS ABILITY TO REMAIN IN EFFECTIVE COMMAND. 
HIS ADVISERS NO DOUBT WILL INCREASINGLY SHIELD HIM FROM 
THE PUBLIC-EXCEPT FOR CEREMONIAL AFFAIRS- IN ORDER TO 
AVOID HIS MAKING FURTHER POLICY STATEMENT GAFFES. THE 
PRESIDENT IS LIKELY TO CONTINUE EXERCISING HIS CONSTITU- 
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TIONAL POWER TO APPOINT AND REMOVE MINISTERS BUT THE 
CURTAILMENT OF HIS NORMAL ROUTINE WILL GIVE HIS PRESENT 
MINISTERS GREATER FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT. NO ONE BELIEVES 
HE WILL EVER VOLUNTEER TO RETURE FROM THE SCENE GRACEFULLY, 
ACCEPTING THE ROLE OF TITULAR PRESIDENT. INSTEAD, AS HIS 
SON INDICATES PRIVATELY, "THIS IN FACT IS WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
GRADUALLY." BY THIS HE MEANS THAT THE PRESIDENT WILL 
IPSO FACTO BE FORCED BY HIS HEALTH TOFUNCTION AS CHIEF 
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OF STATE LESS AND LESS, AND OTHERS, SUCH AS THE PRIME 
MINISTER IN PARTICULAR, WILL HAVE TO MAKE MORE OF THE 
IMPORTANT DECISIONS. MEANWHILE, TUNISIAN LEADERSHIP 
WILL-IN CONTRAST TO THE "BOURGUIBISM " OF OLD- BE TAKING 
FEWER, IF ANY, RISKS IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA AND WILL 
AVOID, AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE, MAKING WAVES WITH ARAB AND 
NON-ALIGNED STATES. 

SEELYE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HEALTH, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 MAR 1976 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: RowellEO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TUN1S01516 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760081-0752 
From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760397/aaaadiaw.tel 

Line Count: 123 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Reference: 76 TUNIS 1 1 , 76 TUNIS 925, 76 TUNIS 3584, 76 TUNIS 4084 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: RowellEO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUN 2004 by ellisoob>; APPROVED <26 OCT 2004 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S HEALTH 
TAGS: PFOR, TS, (BOURGUIBA, HABIB) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



